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VI.  A positive imagination is a byproduct of you being truly thankful and valuing the things  
   of God (Rom. 1:21). 

   A. But if you don’t magnify God and remain thankful, your imagination will become  
     negative, and then your heart becomes hardened. 

   B. A foolish, darkened heart (Rom. 1:21) is a hardened heart—and once your heart is  
     hardened, you are separated from the life of God (Eph. 4:18). 

   C. Having a hard heart doesn’t necessarily mean you aren’t trying to love God or follow  
     His will for your life; it means you don’t understand how much God loves you—   
     He loves you totally separate from your behavior or performance.

   D. Moving beyond that stage takes time and effort: You have to start obeying God,   
     meditating on the Word, glorifying the Lord, and being thankful. 

   E. You need to have a vision that you are moving toward. 

     i.  Vision is nothing but hope for the future—or a positive imagination. 

   F.  It will give you the motivation to keep going and the focus to fulfill God’s will for  
     your life. 

   G. The Apostle Paul wrote, 

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:18

   H. Paul was looking at things that can’t be seen by seeing them with his heart,
     or imagination. 

   I.  You can’t fulfill God’s will for your life without using your heart to see. 

   J.  Everything in the physical might be indicating one thing, but in your heart, the   
     Word of God can paint a picture of something else. 

   K. Proverbs says that “where there is no vision, the people perish” (Prov. 29:18)—many  
     people are falling by the wayside simply because they lack vision. 

     i.  They don’t have any direction, so they are stumbling through life, bouncing from  
       one problem to the next like a pinball. 

     ii. You can’t allow circumstances to dictate your direction like that. 

     iii. Find the purpose God has for you. 

   L. You won’t fulfill God’s plan for your life overnight; you have to be patient. 
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   M. It may take God some time to get you back on track and heading in the right   
     direction, but if you make seeking God your lifestyle, things will start to happen. 

   N. In a short period of time, your imagination will come alive; your heart won’t be   
     darkened anymore. 

   O. God will start directing you—putting you on track to fulfill His purpose for your life.

Father, I pray that the truths in this study guide have helped people to find, follow, and 
ultimately fulfill Your perfect will for their lives. Bring back to their remembrance the things You 
have spoken to them through these teachings and give them the wisdom to apply their lives to 
them. Thank You, Jesus, for the awesome things that are in store for each one of them. Amen! 
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28.  What is a positive imagination a byproduct of?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

29.  What does having a hardened heart not mean and what does it mean?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

30.  Discussion question: What is your vision (hope for the future, or positive imagination).  
   If you do not have one, meditate on what you think your vision could or should be.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

31.  In 2 Corinthians 4:18, the Apostle Paul wrote, “While we look not at the things which   
   are seen, but at the things _______________: for the things which are seen are  temporal;  
   but the things _______________ are eternal.”
   A. “Which are seen”
   B. “Which God hath spoken”
   C. “Which ye have prayed for”
   D. All of the above
   E. None of the above

32.  True or false: You can’t fulfill God’s will for your life without using your heart to see.

33.  Discussion question: Have you ever faced a situation where everything in the physical  
   was indicating one thing, but in your heart, the Word of God had painted a different   
   picture? Share your experience.
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

34.  You can’t allow _______________ to dictate your _______________.
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Romans 1:21
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened.

EphEsians 4:18
Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.

2 CoRinthians 4:18
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.

pRovERbs 29:18
Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy 
is he.
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