
185

III.  In the New Testament, the same word that was translated “imagination” was sometimes  
   translated “understanding.” 

   A. The Bible is full of references to the importance of having understanding (Matt. 13:19). 

   B. Understanding is how we get something down on the inside of us. 

   C. The Word won’t minister to us at its fullest until we get it down to the level
     of understanding. 

   D. We have to meditate on the Word until it paints a picture, until we truly see what
     is happening. 

   E. That’s how we use our imagination to conceive the things of God in our hearts. 

   F.  We will get more out of the Word of God once we engage our imaginations. 

   G. We would be much better off if we spent time encouraging our imaginations—we  
     can’t allow other people to spoon-feed us all the time. 

   H. We also can’t let what other people say determine our identity and future. 

   I.  We need to find out what the Word says about us; then we need to pray and let the  
     Holy Spirit give us an image of what He wants us to do—and who He wants us to be. 

     i.  We can’t become who God says we are until we can see ourselves as He sees us.

   J.  We will become exactly what we imagine—whether that image is positive or negative. 

IV.  How you see yourself is important. 

   A. You have to see yourself as able to do, or be, the things you are praying for. 

   B. You won’t see miracles come to pass if you don’t believe that God can do a miracle  
     through you.

   C. Before you see something happen, you have to be focused on it. 

   D. It has to become so real that you see yourself doing it in your dreams. 

   E. You won’t see the miraculous power of God if you are defeated, discouraged, or   
     depressed in your imagination. 

   F.  The Word says that as a man thinks in his heart, so is he (Prov. 23:7). 

   G. You have to resurrect your imagination and start using it in a positive way. 

V.  I researched every time the word “imagination” was used in the Bible, and with the   
   exception of one verse (1 Chr. 29:18), it was always used in a negative way. 
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   A. It used to puzzle me that imagination could be such a powerful thing but always   
     carry negative connotations in Scripture. 

   B. I prayed about it until the Lord showed me the answer:

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for? [25] But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it. 

ROmaNs 8:24-25

   C. Hope is seeing something with your heart that you can’t see with your eyes—which is  
     exactly what imagination is. 

   D. I believe that hope is the scriptural word for a positive imagination. 

   E. Hope is your imagination working for you instead of against you. 

   F.  Faith only provides what hope has already seen: “Faith is the substance of things   
     hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 

   G. Hope turns on the ability of God, while faith is the power that makes things come to pass. 

   H. Faith will either work for you or against you. 

   I.  A negative image will cause everything in you to work toward making the negative  
     image you have bear fruit. 

   J.  You have to change the image that is inside of you by creating hope. 

   K. Hope comes through the Word of God (Rom. 15:4)—this is the first step of faith. 

   L. Notice that Romans 8:24-25 says you are saved by hope because you wait
     with patience for what you do not see—patience is also linked to hope and
     your imagination. 

   M. If you have a strong sense of hope, or a strong imagination, then you will have the  
     patience to wait for God’s will to manifest in your life—even if it takes a long time. 

     i.  A strong sense of hope will cause you to know beyond the shadow of a doubt  
       that God’s will is going to come to pass. 

     ii. You will know it in your heart and expect it because your imagination has made  
       it real. 

     iii. No matter what might be going on in your life, you will know that you have what  
       you are waiting for. 

Andrew’s Recommendations for Further Study:

If you want to know more about Merci Santos’ testimony, I encourage you to order the 
Healing Journeys, Vol. 2 DVD.
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14.   In the New Testament, the same word that was translated “imagination” was   
    sometimes translated _______________.
    A. “Understanding”
    B. “Fantasy”
    C. “Knowledge”
    D. All of the above
    E. None of the above

15.  Understanding is how you what?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

16.  Discussion question: Why do you think that understanding makes a difference when  
   reading and meditating on the Word?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

17.  Discussion question: Take a scripture or a passage of Scripture and meditate on it using  
   your imagination. In what ways, if any, does this change your perspective on this passage?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

18.  True or false: You can’t let what other people say determine your identity and future.

19.  You will become _______________ what you imagine—whether that image is   
   _______________ or _______________.

20.  How do you have to see yourself?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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21.  Will you see miracles come to pass if you don’t believe that God can do a miracle   
   through you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

22.  Discussion question: To see something happen, you have to be focused on it, to the   
   point where you see yourself doing it in your dreams. Have you ever been that focused  
   on a goal or desire? If yes, what were the results of that? If no, what goals or desires   
   do you believe you should be that focused on?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

23.  According to Romans 8:24-25, what is hope?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

24.  Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the _______________ of things _______________ for,   
   the evidence of things not seen.”

25.  Discussion question: In your life, how have you experienced the concept that hope turns  
   on the ability of God, while faith is the power that makes things come to pass?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

26.  What does Romans 15:4 say?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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27.  Discussion question: How does having a strong sense of hope, or a strong imagination,  
   give you the patience to wait for God’s will to manifest in your life?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Matthew 13:19
When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. 
This is he which received seed by the way side.

John 14:12
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

Proverbs 23:7
For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee; but his 
heart is not with thee.

1 ChroniCles 29:18
O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in 
the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their 
heart unto thee.

Genesis 6:5
And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Genesis 11:6-7
And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; 
and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which 
they have imagined to do. [7] Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.

2 Corinthians 10:4-5
(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong holds;) [5] Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.

roMans 8:24-25
For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for? [25] But if we hope for that we see not, then do we 
with patience wait for it.

hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

roMans 15:4
For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
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