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I.   Romans 1:21 reveals that the last step in hardening your heart toward God is becoming  
   vain in your imagination. 

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened. 

Romans 1:21

   A. This doesn’t mean your imagination stops working—it means it starts working against you. 

   B. Imagination is defined as “the act or power of forming a mental image of something  
     not present to the senses or never before wholly perceived in reality” (Merriam-  
     Webster Dictionary). 

   C. Imagination is the ability to see something with your mind, or your heart, that you   
     can’t see with your eyes.

   D. You can’t function in your daily life without using your imagination—you think
     in pictures. 

   E. You can’t really understand something until you can picture it in your mind. 

   F.  If you can picture something, you can do it! 

   G. Imagination is further defined as “creative ability” and “resourcefulness” (Merriam- 
     Webster Dictionary)—you can’t create without an imagination. 

   H. If you can’t see something on the inside, you won’t be able to see it manifest in your  
     life (like healing). 

   I.  Yetser—the Hebrew word translated “imagination” in the Old Testament—was also  
     translated “mind”: “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on   
     thee: because he trusteth in thee” (Is. 26:3). 

   J.  When it says “keep your mind stayed on the Lord,” it’s talking about more than just  
     having thoughts concerning God; it means to think about God until it paints an   
     image on the inside of you, and you begin to see things from His perspective. 

   K. Imagination is a very important concept to understand; it is one of the things that  
     will allow you to fulfill God’s will. 

   L. You have to go beyond the surface, to the point where the Word of God literally   
     changes the way you see things with your heart. 

OUTLINE • 14.1

OUTLINE • 15.1



162

1.   According to Romans 1:21, what is the last step in hardening your heart toward God?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

2.   What does it mean to have a vain imagination?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

3.   Discussion question: Has your imagination ever been vain? In what ways?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.   What is imagination?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

5.   True or false: If you can’t see something on the inside, you will be able to see it manifest  
   in your life.

6.   Discussion question: What does it mean to you to “keep your mind stayed on the Lord”  
   (Is. 26:3)?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Romans 1:21
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened.

IsaIah 26:3
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee.
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