
144

II.  The Apostle Peter said that the last days began over 2,000 years ago on the Day of   
   Pentecost (Acts 2:17), which puts us in the last of the last days.

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. [2] For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, [3] Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, [4] Traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. 

2 TimoThy 3:1-4

   A. Scripture says that in the last days, people will become lovers of themselves—and  
     most people today are very self-centered. 

     i. Self-love is like an addiction; no one can get enough of it. 

     ii. We can’t satisfy self; self has to be denied. 

   B. In the end times, it says people will be covetous. 

     i.  The Bible teaches us that covetousness is idolatry (Col. 3:5). 

     ii. Most covetous people wouldn’t say they are idol worshipers—but they are.

   C. In the last days, people will be boasters. 

     i.  People generally think it’s a good thing to act like they’re awesome and the world  
       revolves around them. 

     ii. Sadly, even a lot of Christians act like that; they are boasters.

   D. Next, the Scripture says people will become blasphemers, children will be   
     disobedient to parents, and people will be unthankful and unholy. 

     i.  Let’s look at the list that being unthankful is put in: It’s sandwiched right in there  
       with people who lack natural affection and who are trucebreakers, false accusers,  
       incontinent, fierce, despisers of those who are good, traitors, heady,    
       high-minded, and lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. 

       a.  The word “incontinent” in this verse means having totally
         unrestrained emotions. 

       b.  People today are totally dominated and controlled by their emotions. 

   E. Finally, the Scripture says that people will be lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 

     i.  Without a doubt, people spend way more time and money on pleasure than they  
       do on God. 
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   F.  If we want to finish our course and fulfill our destiny, one of the things we can do to  
     keep our hearts in the right place is to make the decision to bless the Lord at all times. 

   G. We can get to a place where we are so positive that no matter what happens to us,  
     we will find something to praise God about. 

III.  Paul called his trials a “light affliction,” yet he had a lot more problems than we do (2   
   Cor. 11:23-27)—he endured tremendous persecution and rejection. 

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; [18] While we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

2 CorinThians 4:17-18

   A. If Paul could call his persecution a “light affliction,” how can we believe our   
     problems are such a heavy burden? 

   B. It’s because we don’t have the same perspective that Paul had. 

   C. Paul was so focused on God that he could say, “For to me to live is Christ, and to   
    die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). 

   D. One of the ways we can get the same perspective is to remember that our afflictions  
     are “but for a moment.” 

   E. We can take any problem we might have right now and put it into the perspective
     of eternity. 

   F.  The sufferings of this world are not even worthy to be compared with the glory that  
     will be revealed when we go to be with Jesus (Rom. 8:18).  

   G. Having an eternal perspective will change our way of thinking about everything. 

   H. Maybe events in our lives aren’t perfect, but we can always find something to praise  
     God for. 

   I.  Being thankful is how we fight against the natural human tendency to focus on problems. 

   J.  Problems are going to come, but having an eternal perspective will give us the   
     momentum to roll right over trouble. 

   K. We can build up so much momentum in our Christian lives that no problem can  
     take away our joy or keep us from glorifying God. 
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7.   List at least four of the traits of people that 2 Timothy 3:2-4 says are characteristics of the  
   last days.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

8.   Discussion question: Have you seen any evidence in your life that self does have to be  
   denied? How have you handled those situations?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

9.   Which scripture says that covetousness is idolatry?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

10.  Discussion question: What do you think that scripture means by that (i.e., covetousness  
   is idolatry)?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

11.  Discussion question: Why do you think being unthankful was put into the same list   
   as false accusers, traitors, despisers of those who are good, high-minded, etc.?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

12.  People spend way more _______________ and _______________ on pleasure than   
   they do on God.
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13.  You can get to a place where you are so positive that no matter what happens to you,   
   what will happen?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

14.  How did Paul refer to his trials?
   A. As nothing to worry about
   B. As a hard burden to bear
   C. As suffering for Jesus
   D. All of the above
   E. None of the above

15.  What is one of the ways you can get the same perspective Paul had?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

16.  Discussion question: Take one of the problems you are facing now, and put it in the light  
   of eternity. How does that change your attitude in the matter?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

17.  What does Romans 8:18 tell you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

18.  Discussion question: What are some things in your life for which you can praise God?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

19.  _______________ is how you fight against the natural tendency to focus on problems.
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2 TimoThy 3:1-4
This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. [2] For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, [3] Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, [4] Traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.

AcTs 2:17
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

colossiAns 3:5
Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry.

2 corinThiAns 4:17-18
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; [18] While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

2 corinThiAns 11:23-27
Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. [24] 
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. [25] Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I 
have been in the deep; [26] In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; [27] In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

PhiliPPiAns 1:21
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

romAns 8:18
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
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3 John 2
Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even 
as thy soul prospereth.

AcTs 10:38
How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who 
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God 
was with him.

2 corinThiAns 5:8
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord.

Proverbs 17:22
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.

hebrews 13:8
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.


