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III.  The flow of God’s love can only be stopped by you. 

   A. God is constantly showering you with His love, so if you don’t know the love of God,  
     it’s because you aren’t receiving what He has already given you.

   B. It’s up to you whether or not you feel the love of God; it’s up to you whether you are  
     happy and joyful—it’s not up to God.

   C. Whenever you aren’t feeling the love of God, it’s because you have begun to value  
     something else—diminishing what God has spoken to you. 

     i.  You can even lose your joy by esteeming your own efforts to please God, instead  
       of esteeming God’s grace and the finished work of Jesus. 

   D. Another way to explain what it means to glorify the Lord is to use the word magnify. 

     i.  The same Greek word that was translated “glorified” in Romans 1:21 was   
       translated “magnify” in Romans 11:13. 

   E. So, when you place value on God and focus on what He has done, it magnifies Him. 

   F.  Ignoring God doesn’t make Him smaller, just as failing to value or glorify Him   
     doesn’t change how big He is—but it will change your perception. 

   G. Focusing on God makes Him get bigger in your way of thinking and perceiving. 

   H. Your mind is like a set of binoculars: Whatever you focus your attention on gets   
     larger—it grows bigger and bigger, and the more you think about it, the bigger it gets. 

   I.  You need to do the exact opposite: You need to magnify God and focus on what He  
     has done, until your problems shrink in comparison. 

   J.  A lot of people go through mountaintops and valleys in their relationship with God,  
     but it isn’t because God wants it that way. 

   K. If God ordained you to go through mountaintops and valleys and only enjoy His   
     presence for an hour before it wears off, then you would just have to deal with it— 
     you can’t do anything to change God. 

   L. Discovering that the problem is with you is cause for celebration, because you can fix  
     yourself—you can change the way you think; you can do something about your behavior. 

   M. Stop focusing on your problems and begin to glorify God; rehearse your victories  
     and talk about how good God is. 

   N. Sickness, disease, worry, hurt, grief, and pain will fade away as you focus on how   
     good God is. 

   O. Glorifying God and being thankful are how you can stay in God’s will—they will  
     keep you from getting discouraged and giving up. 
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   P.  If the way you are living isn’t producing the desired results, don’t be resistant to change. 

   Q. In order to stay on track and finish your course, you have to keep the things of   
     God fresh in your lives, and the primary way to stay sensitive to God is to glorify  
     Him above everything else.
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14.  Who is the only one who can stop the flow of God’s love?
   A. You
   B. Satan
   C. Your pastor
   D. All of the above
   E. None of the above

15.  What is not up to God?
   A. Whether or not you feel the love of God
   B. Whether you are happy and joyful
   C. If you have begun to value something else
   D. All of the above
   E. None of the above

16.  What happens when you place value on God and focus on what He has done?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

17.  Discussion question: What are some examples of situations where focusing on God and  
   making Him bigger in your way of thinking and perceiving have helped you overcome  
   difficulties? (If you are unable to give examples from your own life, cite examples from  
   the Bible.)

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

18.  Discussion question: Have you experienced focusing on something, positive or negative,  
   until the more you thought about it, the bigger it got? How did this help/hinder you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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19.  Why is discovering that the problem is with you a cause for celebration?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

20.  Discussion question: What are some of the victories you’ve had in God and some of the  
   ways He has been good to you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

21.  Are glorifying God and being thankful how you can stay in God’s will?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Jude 1:20-21
But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Ghost, [21] Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Romans 1:21
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. 

Romans 11:13
For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office.
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