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I.   We all possess an intuitive knowledge that God is holy and we are not.

Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 
shewed it unto them. [20] For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.

Romans 1:19-20

   A. Some people may say they have no conviction about living in sin, but in truth, God  
     has revealed Himself to every human being and we all know in our hearts that sin
     is wrong. 

   B. The Bible says, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Ps. 46:10). 

   C. Stillness brings an awareness of God; the world drowns this out with activity.

   D. Every minute of every day, God reveals Himself to us—but the noise of this world  
     drowns out the still, small voice of God. 

   E. We can deaden ourselves or get calloused to the voice of God, but God will never  
     stop reaching out to us. 

   F.  It’s possible to push God far enough away or harden our hearts to the extreme that  
     we become “reprobate”—this means that God takes all conviction away from us   
     (Rom. 1:28). 

   G. Even at that point, though, it doesn’t mean we don’t know that God exists—it just  
     means that we are past feeling remorse for rebelling against Him. 

   H. Insensitivity to God is built up by countless denials of the simple witness of God in  
     our hearts, but it happens. 

II.  The steps in this passage describe the progressive process by which people’s hearts can  
    become hardened toward God:

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. 

Romans 1:21

   A. No one is going to fulfill God’s will for their life by allowing their heart to become  
     hardened toward Him. 

   B. I believe that if we do the opposite of the process described in this scripture, we will  
     remain sensitive to God and avoid being desensitized. 

   C. This verse says that although they knew God, they didn’t glorify Him as God.
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   D. The Greek word used here for “glorified” means “to render (or esteem) glorious”   
     (Strong’s Concordance)—which is another way of saying to value, or to prize. 

   E. In other words, they didn’t value or prize the things of God. 

   F.  This is important because Satan will always try to get us to decrease the value,   
     esteem, or worth that we place on the things of God. 

   G. When we share the values of the carnal world instead of His values, the hardening  
     process begins. 

   H. The Lord’s values are completely different from most of what the world values.

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world.

1 John 2:15-16

   I.  Whatever we focus our attention on is going to dominate us—the Holy Spirit draws us  
     toward a more intimate relationship with God, while the world pulls us the other way.

   J.  When our opinion of God is up, everyone else’s opinion is going to be lower or of  
     less significance. 

   K. On the other hand, if we start accepting the values and views of people, our esteem  
     for the things of God will decrease. 

   L. It isn’t possible to highly value both the opinion of man and the opinion of God at  
     the same time (John 5:44 and Prov. 29:25). 

   M. Nobody likes rejection, but we can’t be troubled by it, because the first step to   
     diminishing the impact of God in our lives is to start worrying about what other   
     people have to say (2 Tim. 3:12).

   N. It’s not that we don’t care about other people; it’s just that we shouldn’t need them to  
     pat us on the back in order to feel good about ourselves. 

   O. When we esteem God’s opinion the highest, what other people have to say just won’t  
     matter all that much. 
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1.   Romans 1:19-20 says, “Because that which may be known of God is _______________  
   in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. [20] For the invisible things of him from
   the creation of the world are _______________ seen, being understood by the
   things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
   without _______________.”

2.   Discussion question: Why do you think people deny God and ignore the conviction   
   about their sin? Have you ever experienced a situation similar to this? How did you   
   resolve it?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

3.   Which verse says to “be still, and know that I am God”?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.   Discussion question: Do you think you need more stillness in your life? Why or why not?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

5.   True or false: It’s possible to push God far enough away or harden your heart to the   
   extreme that you become “reprobate” (Rom. 1:28).

6.   __________ to God is built up by countless denials of the simple witness of God in
   your heart.
   A. Surrender
   B. Insensitivity
   C. Glory
   D. All of the above
   E. None of the above
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7.   According to Romans 1:21, what are the steps described by which man’s hearts can   
   become hardened toward God?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

8.   Discussion question: Why do you think a hardened heart will keep you from fulfilling  
   God’s will? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

9.   What will happen if you do the opposite of what’s described in Romans 1:21?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

10.  Satan will always try to get us to decrease the _______________, _______________, or  
   _______________ that we place on the things of God.

11.  Discussion question: This lesson says that the Lord’s values are completely different from  
   most of what the world values. Where do you feel your values lay—closer to the Lord’s  
   values or closer to the world’s? What, if anything, do you think should change?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

12.  Discussion question: What are your thoughts on the idea that “whatever we focus our  
   attention on is going to dominate us?”

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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13.  True or false: The first step to diminishing the impact of God in your life is to start   
   ignoring what other people have to say.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Romans 1:19-21
Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 
shewed it unto them. [20] For the invisible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: [21] Because that, 
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

Psalm 46:10
Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be 
exalted in the earth.

Romans 1:28
And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient.

John 6:44
No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I 
will raise him up at the last day.

1 John 2:15-16
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world.

Romans 10:17
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
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John 11:38-53
Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and 
a stone lay upon it. [39] Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of 
him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath 
been dead four days. [40] Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? [41] Then they took away 
the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. [42] And I knew that thou 
hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they 
may believe that thou hast sent me. [43] And when he thus had spoken, he cried 
with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. [44] And he that was dead came forth, 
bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. [45] Then many of the 
Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on 
him. [46] But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what 
things Jesus had done. [47] Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a 
council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. [48] If we let 
him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation. [49] And one of them, named Caiaphas, being 
the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, [50] Nor 
consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and 
that the whole nation perish not. [51] And this spake he not of himself: but being 
high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; [52] 
And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the 
children of God that were scattered abroad. [53] Then from that day forth they 
took counsel together for to put him to death.
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luke 16:19-31
There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day: [20] And there was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, [21] And desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores. [22] And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 
[23] And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom. [24] And he cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. [25] But Abraham 
said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
[26] And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that 
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, 
that would come from thence. [27] Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: [28] For I have five brethren; 
that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 
[29] Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear 
them. [30] And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. [31] And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

John 5:44
How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the 
honour that cometh from God only?

PRoveRbs 29:25
The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall
be safe.

2 TimoThy 3:12
Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.


