
22

IV.  It isn’t enough just to hear God’s voice; you have to do what He says in order to fulfill  
   your purpose in life.

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
[23] For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: [24] For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. [25] But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

James 1:22-25

   A. You move into God’s will for your life by stages: the good, the acceptable, and the  
     perfect (Rom. 12:2). 

   B. God’s will is always perfect, but the degree to which you experience His perfect will  
     changes relative to how much you cooperate with His plans. 

   C. God shows you things step by step—which means you have to act on what He leads  
     you to do before you will ever see the next step. 

   D. Hearing and obeying God—or failing to obey—causes a ripple effect in your life.

   E. For example, if you don’t trust God with your money, you won’t trust Him in other  
     areas either.

   F.  Giving is an indicator of where you put your trust. 

   G. Trusting God in the area of your finances isn’t just for “super-saints”—trusting God  
     is basic to your faith. 

   H. Failing to obey God in areas where He has already given you direction gives Satan an  
     inroad into your life. 

   I.  You release the power of God by acting on what He has told you to do. 

   J.  You release the power of the devil through your wrong actions, or lack of action. 

   K. When God tells you to do something and you don’t do it, you yield yourself to   
     Satan—the author of the fear or temptation that is keeping you from obeying God.

   L. God doesn’t change the way He relates to you according to your behavior; His grace  
     is always the same. 

   M. But Satan is out to hinder you. 

   N. You can’t let Satan come into your life and encumber you with all sorts of weight,  
     and still win the race. 

   O. You need to obey God if you want to finish your race.

OUTLINE • 11.2



23

V.  Saving faith (Eph. 2:8) is always accompanied by action.

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? [17] ... faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

James 2:14 and 17

   A. Anyone who says “I believe” but doesn’t act on it doesn’t really believe. 

   B. Your actions reveal what you truly believe.

Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. [19] Thou 
believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. [20] But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

James 2:18-20
 
   C. The devil believes—but his works are against God; therefore, he doesn’t have
     saving faith. 

   D. Faith without corresponding action is not true faith. 

   E. The Bible says with the heart man believes, and with the mouth confession is made  
     (Rom. 10:10). 

   F.  If you believe with your heart and confess with your mouth, you will see it come
     to pass. 

   G. Actions follow faith—they don’t generate faith. 

   H. You believe with your heart, and your faith will be made perfect as you begin to act  
     on what you believe.
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14.  James 1:22 says, “But be ye _______________ of the word, and not _______________  
   only, deceiving your own selves.”

15.  You move into God’s will for your life by stages (Rom. 12:2). What are these stages?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

16.  Discussion question: What is the step God has for you now? Has God shown you your  
   next step yet? What do you believe that is?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

17.  Giving is an indicator of where you put your _______________.
   A. Cash
   B. Hat
   C. Trust
   D. All of the above
   E. None of the above

18.  How do you release the power of God?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

19.  How do you release the power of the devil?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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20.  Discussion question: What do James 2:14 and 17 mean to you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

21.  According to James 2:18-20, the devil believes in God, so why isn’t he saved?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

22.  True or False: The Bible says that with the head, man believes, and with the mouth,   
   confession  is made (Rom. 10:10).

23.  Actions _______________ faith—they don’t _______________ faith.
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James 1:22-25
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
[23] For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in a glass: [24] For he beholdeth himself, and goeth 
his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. [25] But whoso 
looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

Romans 12:2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God.

PRoveRbs 3:9
Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase.

Luke 16:10
He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

Genesis 1:26-28
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. [27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them. [28] And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
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John 4:4-26
And he must needs go through Samaria. [5] Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, 
which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph. [6] Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 
journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. [7] There cometh 
a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. [8] 
(For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) [9] Then saith 
the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink 
of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans. [10] Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked 
of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman saith unto 
him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then 
hast thou that living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which 
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? [13] 
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again: [14] But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life. [15] The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. [16] Jesus saith unto her, Go, call 
thy husband, and come hither. [17] The woman answered and said, I have no 
husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: [18] For 
thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in 
that saidst thou truly. [19] The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou 
art a prophet. [20] Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. [21] Jesus saith unto her, 
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. [22] Ye worship ye know not what: we 
know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. [23] But the hour cometh, 
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. [24] God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. [25] The woman saith 
unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, 
he will tell us all things. [26] Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

James 2:14
What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him?
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James 2:17-20
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. [18] Yea, a man may say, 
Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I 
will shew thee my faith by my works. [19] Thou believest that there is one God; 
thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. [20] But wilt thou know, O 
vain man, that faith without works is dead?

ePhesians 2:8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God.

Romans 10:10
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.


