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III.  Unless Jesus comes, every one of us is going to come to the end of our physical strength.

   A. We just need to recognize that we cannot accomplish God’s will in our own strength  
     and power.

   B. So, when God asks us to make a total surrender and yield to Him—whatever He   
     wants us to do—we just need to do it.

   C. Then we’ll get His strength and power and be much better off.

IV.  The Israelites had just left Egypt, and they were camped in a valley with mountains on
    both sides of them, the Red Sea in front of them, and Pharaoh’s army coming up   
   behind them.

Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we 
may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilderness. [13] And Moses said unto the people, 
Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to 
you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again 
no more for ever. [14] The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

Exodus 14:12-14

   A. The situation didn’t look promising from a logical standpoint.

   B. Moses was asking God to do a miracle—to do something to stop the Egyptians.

   C. This seemed reasonable given the situation, but God said, “Why are you crying unto  
     Me? Take the rod, hold it out over the sea, and part the sea.”

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward: [16] But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch 
out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on 
dry ground through the midst of the sea. 

       Exodus 14:15-16

   D. Basically the Lord was saying, “Take the authority I have given you and use it.”

   E. This is a word for us today: Our lives are not our own, Christ lives through us, and  
     we need to use the power He has given us to improve our situation (Gal. 2:20).

   F.  It’s true that we can’t accomplish God’s will in our own strength, but we have to   
     balance that with the fact that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens  
     us (Phil. 4:13).

   G. Without Christ, I can do nothing, but praise God, I’m not without Christ (Heb. 13:5)!

V.  Toward the end of their forty years in the wilderness, the Israelites were without water  
   for a second time (Ex. 17:6).

OUTLINE • 8.2



78

OUTLINE • 8.2

   A. This time, the Lord told Moses to speak to the rock instead of striking it (Num. 20:8),  
     but Moses struck the rock twice instead.

   B. The Lord told Moses that he would not live to enter into the Promised Land because  
     of his disobedience in striking the rock (Num. 20:10-12).

   C. I believe the real issue here was Moses’ self-will.

     i.  God told him to speak to the rock, but Moses thought it would be more dramatic  
       to hit it. 

     ii. He was exerting his own wisdom and trying to do things his own way again.

   D. If God had failed to deal with Moses’ self-will, the entire nation of Israel could have  
     spent another forty years in the wilderness—God did this to protect Israel from Moses.

   E. We don’t ever learn the lesson of humility completely: It’s not like we have one   
     encounter with the Lord and then never again have to deal with leaning on our own  
     understanding or ability.

   F.  Some people think everything in the Christian life is supposed to work perfectly   
     after they believe, but it doesn’t happen that way. 

   G. God uses us in spite of who we are, not because of who we are.

   H. We need to lay our lives down before God—give Him control. 

   I.  God will take our offering and give us back His life and power in return.
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8.  What do you need to recognize?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

9.  Discussion question: What does it mean to make a total surrender to God and yield to Him?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

10. True or false: The Lord told Moses that He would take care of everything and that Moses  
  didn’t have to do anything.

11. Discussion question: In what ways can you live out the ideas that your life is not your own,  
  Christ lives through you, and you need to use the power He has given you to improve your 
  situation (Gal. 2:20)?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

12. Without Christ, I can do nothing, but praise God, I’m _______________ (Heb. 13:5)!
  A. Doing the best I can
  B. Not without the Word
  C. Not without the Law
  D. All of the above
  E. None of the above

13. Why didn’t Moses live to enter into the Promised Land?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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14. Discussion question: Do you agree with the statement “We don’t ever learn the lesson of  
  humility completely”? Why or why not?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

15. God uses you in spite of who you are, not _______________ of who you are.

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS • 8.2
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Exodus 14:12-16
Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we 
may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in the wilderness. [13] And Moses said unto the people, 
Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to 
you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again 
no more for ever. [14] The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 
[15] And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto 
the children of Israel, that they go forward: [16] But lift thou up thy rod, and 
stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall 
go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.

Galatians 2:20
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.

JamEs 4:7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

PhiliPPians 4:13
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

hEbrEws 13:5
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things 
as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

Exodus 17:6
Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. 
And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.

numbErs 20:8
Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy 
brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his 
water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give 
the congregation and their beasts drink.
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numbErs 20:10-12
And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and 
he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 
[11] And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: 
and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts 
also. [12] And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me 
not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not 
bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

1 Corinthians 10:4
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.

hEbrEws 6:6
If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify 
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.
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