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I.   Moses blew it when he killed the Egyptian, but he recovered and eventually went on to  
   accomplish God’s will.

   A. He never stopped seeking after God and trying to fulfill his purpose.

   B. So, when he saw a bush that was burning but wasn’t being consumed by the flames,  
     he turned aside to investigate. 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he 
led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even 
to Horeb. [2] And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out 
of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and 
the bush was not consumed. [3] And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see 
this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. [4] And when the Lord saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, 
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.

       Exodus 3:1-4

   C. It was only after Moses turned aside to check things out that the voice of God came
     to him.

   D. This is how God operates: He delights in faith—we have to be looking for Him.

   E. If Moses had not turned aside to inspect the burning bush, it’s very possible God   
     wouldn’t have spoken to him.

   F.  God isn’t hard to find; it’s just that most of us are looking in the wrong places.

   G. We have to seek Him with all of our hearts (Jer. 29:13), expecting to see Him intervene.

   H. The truth is, we can do what God asks us to do, but we get intimidated or   
     overwhelmed so we start saying that we can’t. 

   I.  With God’s help and His anointing, we can do anything He asks us to (Phil. 4:13).

   J.  We won’t find the beginning of God until we get to the end of ourselves.

II.  Moses was looking for an opportunity to get back and fulfill God’s will, yet he had lost  
   his self-confidence.

   A. He still believed God was going to use him, but he had to realize he couldn’t do it on  
     his own.

And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. [3] 
And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became 
a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. [4] And the Lord said unto Moses, Put 
forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, 
and it became a rod in his hand. 

       Exodus 4:2-4
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   B. God called Moses back and told him to pick the snake up by the tail. 

   C. Picking up a serpent by the tail means you have no control.

   D. When God told Moses to pick up the snake by the tail, He was saying, “Show Me  
     that you are willing to do it My way.”

   E. It’s a characteristic of fallen human beings to want to do things their own way.

   F.  He has to get you to the place where you are no longer running the show but, rather,  
     deferring to His wisdom.

   G. If you keep control of your own life, it will never have any more power than what  
     you can put behind it.

   H. By becoming a living sacrifice and turning your life over to God, you will gain
     God’s strength.

   I.  God may ask for everything you have, but He will give you everything He has
     in return.
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1.  You have to be _______________ for God.
  A. Looking
  B. Working
  C. Stealing
  D. All of the above
  E. None of the above

2.  Which scripture tells you that you have to seek God with all of your heart?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

3.  Discussion question: Are there any areas of your life where you have been intimidated or  
  overwhelmed by what God has asked you to do that you have said you can’t? If so, how do  
  you plan to handle this?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.  Discussion question: What does “you won’t find the beginning of God until you get to the  
  end of yourself ” mean to you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

5.  What did Moses have to realize?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

6.  True or false: Picking up a serpent by the tail means you have total control.
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7.  Discussion question: Have you experienced God asking you for something you have and  
  giving you something in return? In what way?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Exodus 3:1-6
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and 
he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of 
God, even to Horeb. [2] And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush 
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. [3] And Moses said, I will 
now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. [4] And 
when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. [5] And 
he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground. [6] Moreover he said, I am the God of 
thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And 
Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

Mark 6:48
And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and 
about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, 
and would have passed by them.

HEbrEws 11:27
By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as 
seeing him who is invisible.

JErEMiaH 29:13
And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

Exodus 3:11
And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?

acts 7:22
And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and in deeds.

PHiliPPians 4:13
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

SCRIPTURES • 8.1



71

SCRIPTURES • 8.1

Exodus 4:2-4
And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. [3] 
And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became 
a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. [4] And the Lord said unto Moses, Put 
forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, 
and it became a rod in his hand.

Exodus 4:20
And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he 
returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand.


