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I.   Becoming a living sacrifice is important, but having a renewed mind is equally important.

   A.  Without a renewed mind, you will end up missing God’s perfect will for your life.

   B.  A commitment to go anywhere and do anything for God can leave you vulnerable to  
     the devil’s manipulation, unless you balance your commitment with knowledge of  
     the truth in God’s Word.

   C.  When I was growing up, it had been instilled in me that nothing could happen unless  
     God allowed it to, so I thought that whatever happens in life must be God’s will. 

   D.  I spent a lot of time studying the Word, but I still didn’t learn the truth that God   
     doesn’t tempt people with evil and that He’s only the source of good (James 1:13  
     and 17).

II.   A traveling minister preached at our church that Satan couldn’t do anything unless God
    allowed it; therefore, if you had a problem, God allowed it in your life to teach you   
   something and help you grow.

   A.  He began to prophesy over me that I would be in a coma for eight years to make me  
     holy, and when I came out, I would be like the Apostle Paul because God would have  
     shown me great revelations.

   B.  I believed everything that preacher was saying—the devil had me convinced that  
     God was going to use sickness to teach me a lesson—but the devil went too far when  
     the preacher told me that for eight years, I couldn’t read the Word.

   C.  I stood up and said, “I reject this in the name of Jesus. I don’t understand everything,  
     but I know God would never put me on a fast from the Word of God.”

   D.  Praise God, my mind was renewed to just enough truth to recognize that he was   
     preaching a lie.

   E.  You need to be a living sacrifice, but if you don’t renew your mind to the truth, Satan  
     will take advantage of your desire to do anything for God.

   F.  You need to balance your commitment to the Lord with a revelation of Truth that  
     comes from His Word.

   G.  Being a living sacrifice can be dangerous if you don’t have your mind renewed with  
     the truth of God’s Word.

III.   The Greek word that was translated “conformed” in Romans 12:2 means to pour into a mold.

   A.  The experiences of life are going to melt you—you aren’t going to leave this world  
     with the same mentality you had when you came into it.

   B.  Life is going to test you, but you get to pick the mold you get squeezed into.

   C.  You need to be changed into the image of Christ.
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IV.   The way to keep from being conformed to the image of this world is through the   
   renewing of your mind.

   A.  The Scripture says, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

   B.  The Greek word for “transformed” in that passage is metamorphoō, which comes   
     from the same word we get “metamorphosis” from—the process of a caterpillar   
     spinning a cocoon and emerging a little while later as a butterfly.

   C.  It’s a word picture for your life: If you want to change from something that is   
     earthbound to something that is flying and beautiful—if you want metamorphosis— 
     you have to renew your mind.
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1.  Why is having a renewed mind as equally important as being a living sacrifice?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

2.  Read James 1:13 and 17. God is doesn’t tempt people with evil, and He’s only the   
  _______________ of good.

3.  Discussion question: The fact that the devil went too far, what does it say about him?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.  When your mind is renewed to the truth, what will you reject?
  A.  A lie
  B.  Dessert
  C.  Teachers
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above

5.  What do you need to balance your commitment with?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

6.  Discussion question: In your own words, what does “conformed” mean?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

7.  True or false: You aren’t going to leave this world with the same mentality you had when  
  you came into it.
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8.  What do you get to pick?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

9.  You need to be changed into the _______________ of Christ.

10.  How do you keep from being conformed to the image of this world?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

11.  Discussion question: Why do you think the metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a butterfly  
  is a picture for your life?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

12.  You have to renew your mind if you want what?
  A.  Power
  B.  God’s love
  C.  Trust
  D.  To avoid late fees
  E.  Metamorphosis
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JAMES 1:13
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.

JAMES 1:17
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

ROMANS 12:2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God.
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