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I.   The very first verse that God ever spoke into my heart and made come alive was   
   Romans 12:1:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

   A.  For almost eighteen months leading up to that revelation, I had been seeking God  
     and studying the Bible to find His will.

   B.  This brings up an important point I can’t overemphasize: God won’t reveal His will  
     for your life until you are ready to receive it.

   C.  He will start pointing you in a direction and moving you toward it, but He won’t   
     show you everything all at once, because you aren’t ready to embrace what He has to  
     say—it would overwhelm you.

     i.   You might think you are incapable of doing what He has planned for you, or   
       you might become so impatient that you would never stay the course long   
       enough for God to prepare you to carry out your calling.

   D.  It isn’t that God is hesitant to show you His will—sometimes it just takes Him a   
     while to bring you to a place where you are ready to receive it.

   E.  My hunger to know God’s will led me to the verses in Romans 12—the revelation of  
     what those verses meant led to an encounter with God on March 23, 1968.

II.   The first stage of finding God’s particular will for your life is to become a living sacrifice,  
   holy and acceptable unto Him (Rom. 12:1).

   A.  He loves you more than He loves what you can do for Him.

   B.   It’s true that you were created for God’s pleasure and glory, but His acceptance of you  
     is not related to what you do for Him.

   C.  The Lord sacrificed Himself so He could have you, not your service.

   D.  One of the things the Lord told me was, “I want you. If I get you, then I’ll be able to  
     use you however I want to.”

   E.  I was praying “O God, use me. Show me what You want me to do. God, should I   
     do this or that?” and the Lord finally spoke to me and said, “The reason I haven’t   
     used you is because you aren’t usable. Quit praying that I’ll use you; pray ‘God, make  
     me usable.’”

   F.  God wants to use you more than you want to be used.

   G.  If you make yourself a living sacrifice and commit your life to the Lord, I guarantee  
     you, He will start developing your talents and directing you—as soon as you get   
     usable, God will use you.
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III.   The problem is most people aren’t usable.

   A.  Making yourself usable doesn’t mean that you try to go out and accomplish God’s  
     plan in your own strength and ability.

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. [24] But Jesus did not 
commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, [25] And needed not that 
any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

JOHN 2:23-25

   B.  This passage describes a multitude of people who were willing to acknowledge that  
     Jesus was the Christ, yet Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew  
     they weren’t ready.

     i.   They weren’t born again.

     ii. They weren’t filled with the Holy Spirit either.

     iii  Even after His disciples had spent three-and-a-half years with Him and had seen  
       Him rise from the dead, the last thing Jesus told them was, “Don’t go tell   
       anybody I’m resurrected from the dead until you receive the power of the   
       Holy Spirit. Then you’ll be empowered to be My witnesses.”

   C.   Jesus is more concerned about the quality of ministry than He is the quantity
     of ministry.

IV.   You need to get to where you aren’t ministering out of your own ability—but through  
   the power of God, and it takes a while for that to happen.

   A.  The majority of people today who represent God are just teaching things they have  
     heard someone else say.

   B.  Their hearts may be good and they may mean well, but their teaching is not by the  
     power of the Holy Spirit; therefore, it causes problems.

   C.  Sure, the Lord is concerned about the witness you present to others, but it is also out  
     of love and concern for you that He doesn’t want you stepping out solely in your  
     own power.

V.   Satan fights against those who try to advance the kingdom of God.

   A.  You are going to be met with opposition while fulfilling God’s purpose for your life.

   B.  The reason that some people haven’t bumped into the devil is because they’re going  
     in the same direction—they haven’t had any great problems in life because they   
     aren’t a threat.

   C.  Personally, I believe that Satan is short-handed.
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   D.  Satan taught a lot of people a couple wrong things a long time ago, so now they’re  
     doing a wonderful job messing up their own lives.

   E.  Satan puts a priority on people who are in the center of God’s will, making an   
     impact, and causing his earthly kingdom damage.

     i.   It’s just like being in a battle: An army that is attacked on one flank will shift   
       forces to reinforce that area and repel the attack.

   F.  One of the main reasons God doesn’t automatically reveal His will to you is that He  
     doesn’t want you out there trying to advance His kingdom in your flesh, unable to  
     deal with the opposition and criticism that would come against you.

   G.  He’s not willing to sacrifice you—He doesn’t see you as a disposable commodity.
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1.  What can’t Andrew overemphasize?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

2.  Discussion question: What’s wrong with thinking you’re incapable of doing what God has  
  planned for you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

3.  True or false: God is hesitant to show you His will.

4.  Read Romans 12:1. What is the first step to finding God’s will for your life?
  A.  Giving up popcorn and sodas
  B.  Making sure there is no sin in your life
  C.  Becoming a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto Him
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above

5.  God loves you more than what?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

6.  What did God do so He could have you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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7.  What should you pray instead of “God, use me”?
  A.  God, I am useless
  B.  God, only use me under certain conditions
  C.  God, don’t use me
  D.  God, make me usable
  E.  God, use that person instead of me

8.  True or false: God wants to use you just as much as you want to be used.

9.  What will God do if you make yourself a living sacrifice and commit your life to the Lord?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

10.  What’s one way to not make yourself usable?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

11.  Discussion question: Read John 2:23-25. Why do you think the fact that these people   
  believed in Jesus’ name didn’t change Jesus’ decision not to commit to them?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

12.  True or false: Jesus is more concerned about the quality of ministry than He is the quantity
   of ministry.

13.  What takes a while to happen?
  A.  Ministering with the support of people
  B.  Ministering with enough financial backing
  C.  Ministering through the power of God
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above
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14.  What is the reason God doesn’t want you stepping out solely in your own power?
  A.  Because He wants to share the glory with you
  B.  It’s out of His love and concern for you
  C.  Because He wants to micromanage you
  D.  The answer varies per person
  E.  There really isn’t a good enough reason

15.  You’re going to be met with what while fulfilling God’s purpose for your life?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

16.  Discussion question: Why is it important to know that Satan is short-handed?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

17.  True or false: Satan is messing up everyone’s lives.

18.  What’s one of the main reasons God doesn’t automatically reveal His will to you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

19.  What isn’t God willing to sacrifice?
  A.  Money
  B.  Time
  C.  Effort
  D.  You
  E.  Animals
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ROMANS 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. 

MATTHEW 9:37-38
Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few; [38] Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest.

JOHN 2:23-25
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. [24] But Jesus did not 
commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, [25] And needed not 
that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.
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