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VII.  Second Samuel 11:1 says that it was time for kings to go forth to battle, so David   
   should have been out leading his troops.

   A.  But he stayed home and got away from what God called him to do.

   B.  When David was running for his life from Saul and it looked like he could die at  
     any moment, he sought God with his whole heart.

   C.  After he became king, God blessed him and he was more successful than any other  
     king before him, but he stopped seeking after God wholeheartedly.

   D.  The awesome truth we need to understand here is that success, not failure, is the  
     true test of character.

   E.  The question is, are we going to seek God as strongly during the good times as   
     we do when we are struggling?

VIII.  When everything is fine, the majority of people tend to forget their need for God— 
   which leads to trouble:

And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and 
walked upon the roof of the king’s house: and from the roof he saw a woman 
washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. [3] And David 
sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? [4] And David sent messengers, 
and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified 
from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. [5] And the woman 
conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child.

2 SAMUEL 11:2-5

   A.  If David had been doing what God called him to do as king, this temptation would  
     never have come.

   B.  To cover up their adultery, David plotted the murder of Bathsheba’s husband,   
     Uriah—who was one of the mighty men off fighting the wars David himself should  
     have been fighting.

   C.  After Uriah was dead, David took Bathsheba as his wife (2 Sam. 11:6-26).

   D.  The lesson for us is that the moment we achieve our dreams is the time we are   
     most vulnerable to an attack.

   E.  After a victory, we need to be more dependent on God than we have ever been in  
     our lives.

IX.   The Bible says, “But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord” (2 Sam. 11:27).

   A.  So, the Lord sent the prophet Nathan, who went to David and told him a story   
     about a rich man who stole his poor neighbor’s only lamb, killed it, and used it to  
     feed a guest.
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   B.  David said, “Any man who would do such a thing deserves to die!”

   C.  Nathan said “You are that man” and gave a prophecy that the child conceived by   
     Bathsheba in adultery would die (2 Sam. 12:1-14).

   D.  I believe that the reason Nathan presented the prophecy in parable form is that God  
     was letting David prescribe his own judgment.

   E.  If David had been merciful, I believe he would have received mercy in return, but  
     because he showed no mercy to the man in this parable, David passed sentence on  
     himself and received no mercy.

X.   After the death of his baby, it says that David comforted Bathsheba, and they conceived  
   another son whom they called Solomon.

   A.  The Lord sent the prophet Nathan to announce that his name was Jedidiah (2 Sam.  
     12:25), which means beloved of the Lord in Hebrew.

   B.  God anointed Solomon to be David’s replacement as king of Israel (1 Kin. 1:17 and 1  
     Chr. 28:5).

   C.  The Bible says there will never be another man who approaches the wisdom and the  
     riches of Solomon.

   D.  All of this came to a person who was totally outside of God’s original plan
     and purpose.

   E.  David’s relationship with Bathsheba was never God’s will, yet He blessed their   
     marriage after they repented.

XI.   Maybe you think you have blown it because of bad decisions you have made in the past,  
   but you can’t blow it any more than David did.

   A.  God took the mess David made of his life and worked it together for good—to the  
     extent that he is remembered as a great man.

   B.  God made an everlasting covenant with David, resulting in blessings to his   
     descendants even when they weren’t serving Him.

   C.  I hope this encourages you.

   D.  You may have made some less-than-perfect choices, but it is pointless to spend your  
     time regretting the past.

   E.  It would be wrong to walk away or try to reverse your life and go back.

   F.  You are where you are because of the choices you have made.

   G.  The thing to do is humble yourself, seek God, and realize that He can take where you  
     are right now and work everything together for good.
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XII.  David made some serious mistakes that cost him a great deal of agony—decisions that  
   also cost his family a lot of pain.

   A.  He could have beaten himself up over his mistakes, but instead, he trusted God.

   B.  He chose to be strong in the grace that is in the Lord (2 Tim. 2:1), which is a
     great lesson.

   C.  I am absolutely convinced that regardless of where you are today or how badly you  
     may have missed God’s will for your life, He still has a plan for you.

XIII.  The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans,

For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
ROMANS 11:29

   A.  God doesn’t change, and whatever His purpose for your life was when He created  
     you hasn’t changed either.

   B.  You might be a long way from where God wants you to be right now, but God can  
     get you where you need to be.

   C.  God can take what you have done and figure a way to get you back on track.

   D.  You can still get where God planned for you to go.

   E.  It doesn’t matter what the devil does, and it doesn’t matter how much you blow it
     or mess up—God is able to take whatever you have done to ruin your life and turn
     it around.

XIV.  Your failings are no match for God’s grace—they aren’t even worthy to mention in the  
   same breath.

   A.  You just need to yield to the Lord and say, “God, here I am. Do with me what You want.”

   B.  God can redeem the last days.

   C.  The simple fact that you are reading this study guide shows that God is drawing you  
     and trying to reach out to you.

   D.  But you can’t do things the way you always have in the past and expect different results.
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14.  Why wasn’t David seeking God with his whole heart?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

15.  Success, not failure, is the _______________ test of character.

16.  Discussion question: Are you going to seek God as strongly during the good times as you  
  do when you are struggling?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

17.  Read 2 Samuel 11:2-5. What do the majority of people tend to do when everything is fine?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

18.  True or false: If David had been doing what God called him to do as king, this temptation  
  would never have come.

19.  What did David do to cover up his adultery with Bathsheba?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

20.  Then what did he do?
  A.  He made public announcement
  B.  He honored Uriah for his loyalty and valor
  C.  He took Bathsheba as his wife
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above
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21.  Discussion question: The fact that Nathan prophesied that David and Bathsheba’s child  
  would die, what does that tell you about how God felt about what they did?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

22.  Why does Andrew believe that Nathan presented the prophecy to David in parable form?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

23.  What would have happened if David had been merciful?
  A.  He would have been better liked
  B.  He would have been shown mercy
  C.  He still would have received justice
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above

24.  How did the Lord feel about Solomon, David and Bathsheba’s second son?
  A.  He tolerated him
  B.  He felt sorry for him
  C.  He despised him
  D.  He envied him
  E.  He loved him

25.  Discussion question: What do you think about how God blessed Solomon, even though  
  He didn’t originally approve of David and Bathsheba’s relationship?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

26.  How is David remembered?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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27.  True or false: God’s covenant with David resulted in blessings to his descendants even   
  when they weren’t serving Him.

28.  It would be _______________ to walk away or try to reverse your life and go back.

29.  What should you do instead?
  A.  Humble yourself
  B.  Seek God
  C.  Realize that He can take where you are right now and work everything together for good
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above

30.  What did David do instead of beat himself up over his mistakes?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

31.  According to 2 Timothy 2:1, what should you be strong in?
  A.  Numbers
  B.  Valor 
  C.  Odor
  D.  Worldly goods and essentials
  E.  The grace that is in Christ Jesus

32.  Discussion question: Why is it that regardless of how badly you may have missed God’s  
  will for your life, He still has a plan for you?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

33.  Read Romans 11:29. True or false: Sometimes God changes.

34.  You can _______________ get where God planned for you to go.
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35.  Discussion question: How do you know this: Your failings are no match for God’s grace— 
  they aren’t even worthy to mention in the same breath?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

36.  The simple fact that you are reading this study guide shows what?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

37.  You can’t do things the way you always have in the past and expect what?
  A.  Different results
  B.  The same results
  C.  Things to be done differently in the future
  D.  All of the above
  E.  None of the above
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2 SAMUEL 11:1-27
And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth 
to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they 
destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still 
at Jerusalem. [2] And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from 
off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house: and from the roof he 
saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. 
[3] And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? [4] And David 
sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; 
for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house. [5] 
And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child. [6] 
And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah 
to David. [7] And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war prospered. [8] And David 
said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out 
of the king’s house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king. [9] But 
Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and 
went not down to his house. [10] And when they had told David, saying, Uriah 
went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy 
journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? [11] And Uriah 
said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, 
and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into 
mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy 
soul liveth, I will not do this thing. [12] And David said to Uriah, Tarry here to 
day also, and to morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that 
day, and the morrow. [13] And when David had called him, he did eat and drink 
before him; and he made him drunk: and at even he went out to lie on his bed 
with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house. [14] And it came 
to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand 
of Uriah. [15] And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of 
the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die. [16] 
And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a 
place where he knew that valiant men were. [17] And the men of the city went 
out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of the servants of 
David; and Uriah the Hittite died also. [18] Then Joab sent and told David all the 
things concerning the war; [19] And charged the messenger, saying, When thou 
hast made an end of telling the matters of the war unto the king, [20] And if so 
be that the king’s wrath arise, and he say unto thee, Wherefore approached ye so 
nigh unto the city when ye did fight? knew ye not that they would shoot from the 
wall? [21] Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast 
a piece of a millstone upon him from the wall, that he died in Thebez? why went 
ye nigh the wall? then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. [22] So 
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the messenger went, and came and shewed David all that Joab had sent him for. 
[23] And the messenger said unto David, Surely the men prevailed against us, and 
came out unto us into the field, and we were upon them even unto the entering 
of the gate. [24] And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 
[25] Then David said unto the messenger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not 
this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another: make 
thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou him. 
[26] And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
mourned for her husband. [27] And when the mourning was past, David sent 
and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the 
thing that David had done displeased the Lord.

2 SAMUEL 12:1-14
And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto 
him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. [2] The 
rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: [3] But the poor man had 
nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it 
grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and 
drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. [4] 
And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own 
flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto 
him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come 
to him. [5] And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said 
to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely 
die: [6] And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity. [7] And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered 
thee out of the hand of Saul; [8] And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy 
master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; 
and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and 
such things. [9] Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, 
to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast 
taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children 
of Ammon. [10] Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; 
because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
thy wife. [11] Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of 
thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto 
thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. [12] For 
thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 
[13] And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan 
said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. [14] 
Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.
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JAMES 2:13
For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and 
mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

2 SAMUEL 22:26
With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright man 
thou wilt shew thyself upright.

2 SAMUEL 12:25
And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name 
Jedidiah, because of the Lord.

1 KINGS 1:17
And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy God unto thine 
handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit 
upon my throne.

1 CHRONICLES 28:5
And of all my sons, (for the Lord hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen 
Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.

1 KINGS 10:21
And all king Solomon’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the 
house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver: it was 
nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon.

2 CHRONICLES 1:12
Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and 
wealth, and honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before 
thee, neither shall there any after thee have the like.

2 SAMUEL 13:10-14
And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat into the chamber, that I may eat 
of thine hand. And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought 
them into the chamber to Amnon her brother. [11] And when she had brought 
them unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto her, Come lie with 
me, my sister. [12] And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force me; 
for no such thing ought to be done in Israel: do not thou this folly. [13] And 
I, whither shall I cause my shame to go? and as for thee, thou shalt be as one 
of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; for he 
will not withhold me from thee. [14] Howbeit he would not hearken unto her 
voice: but, being stronger than she, forced her, and lay with her.
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2 SAMUEL 13:28-29
Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when 
Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; 
then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be 
valiant. [29] And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and every man gat him up upon 
his mule, and fled.

2 SAMUEL 15:10
But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron.

2 TIMOTHY 2:1
Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

ROMANS 11:29
For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

 

 


