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I.   Our lives can get so complicated that it’s hard to figure out how to get from where we are  
   to where God wants us to be.

   A.  We all make mistakes, and it’s easy to start thinking about what might have been if  
     we had done just a few things differently.

   B.  Rather than reliving the past, it’s better to understand that God has ways of getting  
     us from where we are to where we need to be—after we surrender our lives to Him.

   C.  It’s always better for us to focus on the solution instead of the problem.

II.   First Samuel tells the story of Saul, Israel’s first king.

   A.  Saul had no desire to be king, but he was anointed by God and became a powerful  
     ruler with the support of the people.

   B.  But two years into his reign, he decided to make the burnt offering that Samuel was  
     supposed to make, because Samuel hadn’t shown (the offering was a request for the  
     Lord’s blessing before they fought the enemy).

And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And he 
offered the burnt offering. [10] And it came to pass, that as soon as he had made 
an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out 
to meet him, that he might salute him. [11] And Samuel said, What hast thou 
done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and 
that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered 
themselves together at Michmash; [12] Therefore said I, The Philistines will come 
down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto the Lord: I 
forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering.

1 SAMUEL 13:9-12

   C.  In those days, only priests who were anointed by God could make burnt
     offering sacrifices.

   D.  Regardless of what delayed Samuel, Saul was wrong in overstepping his bounds and  
     moving into the office of a priest.

   E.  Saul said “I forced myself,” which shows that he knew it was wrong.

   F.  He admitted that normally he wouldn’t have done such a thing but that the situation  
     compelled him to do it.

III.   Saul’s behavior reveals a character flaw that’s true of many people today—the tendency  
   to do whatever is in their immediate best interests, regardless of whether or not it’s the  
   right thing to do.

   A.  We need to get to a place where we say, “This is nonnegotiable. If God tells me to do  
     something, I’ll stand here and do it, even if it kills me. I will not change.”
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   B.  We have to be uncompromising about the will of God because we will veer off track  
     if we start giving in to circumstances.

   C.  Saul knew he wasn’t supposed to offer that burnt offering, but he forced himself   
     because it was the convenient thing to do—he compromised.

IV.   Samuel said that if Saul had obeyed God that day, he would have ruled over    
  Israel forever (1 Sam. 13:13-14).

   A.  If Saul had obeyed God, there never would have been a King David.

   B.  Saul was not just a temporary king until David came along; he was God’s first choice.

   C.  David became king because Saul failed to do what God called him to do, but look at  
     what God did with second best!

     i.   David became a mighty man of God.

     ii.  He was a man after God’s own heart.

     iii.  He accomplished great things.

V.   You shouldn’t speculate about what could have or should have been in your life.

   A.  If you have wasted time chasing your own dreams or if you made some bad   
     decisions, don’t get caught up in mulling over the past—just start seeking God and  
     submit to Him.

   B.  He can take you from wherever you are today and make His plan B for your life   
     better than you could ever have imagined plan A would be.

   C.  The fastest route to God’s perfect will for your life is to simply start seeking Him today.

VI.  Saul’s life also demonstrates that God doesn’t sovereignly move you around and make  
   everything automatically work out according to His will.

   A.  Saul didn’t cooperate with God; therefore, he missed God’s will for his life.

   B.  Don’t get worried, though—God has never had anybody qualified working for   
     Him yet!

   C.  You will make mistakes, but God is so awesome that He can take the little bit you  
     submit to Him and use it to accomplish His will.
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1.  It’s better to understand that God has ways of getting you from where you are to where  
  you need to be—after what?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

2.  What is always better to focus on?
  A. What others think about you
  B. The next time to eat
  C. The solution instead of the problem 
  D. All of the above
  E. None of the above

3.  Discussion question: Read 1 Samuel 13:9-12. If you were in a situation where you had   
  waited a specified time for something, would you have done the same thing King Saul did?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

4.  What does Saul’s behavior reveal?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

5.  True or false: You need to get to a place where you say, “This is nonnegotiable. If God tells  
  me to do something, I’ll stand here and do it, even if it kills me. I will not change.”

6.  Discussion question: What do you think about the idea that there never would have been  
  a King David if Saul had obeyed?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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7.  What did God accomplish through David, His second best?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

8.  What shouldn’t you speculate about?
  A. Who the greatest in the kingdom of God is
  B. What could have or should have been in your life
  C. Where to invest your money
  D. Whether you should’ve eaten that last slice of pizza last night
  E. Who’s going to win the next ball game

9.  What should you do instead?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

10.  True or false: This is not the fastest route to God’s perfect will for your life.

11.  How do you know that Saul’s life demonstrates that God doesn’t sovereignly move you   
  around and make everything automatically work out according to His will?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

12.  True or false: God has people who are qualified working for Him.

13.  Discussion question: How do you think God can take the little bit you submit to Him and  
  use it to accomplish His will?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS • 2.1



 80

1 SAMUEL 9:14-10:1 
And they went up into the city: and when they were come into the city, behold, 
Samuel came out against them, for to go up to the high place. [15] Now the 
Lord had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, saying, [16] To 
morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and 
thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my 
people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, 
because their cry is come unto me. [17] And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord 
said unto him, Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign 
over my people. [18] Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell 
me, I pray thee, where the seer’s house is. [19] And Samuel answered Saul, and 
said, I am the seer: go up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with 
me to day, and to morrow I will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine 
heart. [20] And as for thine asses that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind 
on them; for they are found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not 
on thee, and on all thy father’s house? [21] And Saul answered and said, Am 
not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least 
of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so 
to me? [22] And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and brought them into the 
parlour, and made them sit in the chiefest place among them that were bidden, 
which were about thirty persons. [23] And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring 
the portion which I gave thee, of which I said unto thee, Set it by thee. [24] And 
the cook took up the shoulder, and that which was upon it, and set it before 
Saul. And Samuel said, Behold that which is left! set it before thee, and eat: for 
unto this time hath it been kept for thee since I said, I have invited the people. 
So Saul did eat with Samuel that day. [25] And when they were come down 
from the high place into the city, Samuel communed with Saul upon the top of 
the house. [26] And they arose early: and it came to pass about the spring of the 
day, that Samuel called Saul to the top of the house, saying, Up, that I may send 
thee away. And Saul arose, and they went out both of them, he and Samuel, 
abroad. [27] And as they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel said to 
Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a 
while, that I may shew thee the word of God. [10:1] Then Samuel took a vial of 
oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because the 
Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance?
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1 SAMUEL 13:9-14
And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And 
he offered the burnt offering. [10] And it came to pass, that as soon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 
went out to meet him, that he might salute him. [11] And Samuel said, What 
hast thou done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered 
from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the 
Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash; [12] Therefore said I, 
The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made 
supplication unto the Lord: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt 
offering. [13] And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not 
kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which he commanded thee: for 
now would the Lord have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. [14] 
But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hath sought him a man 
after his own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his 
people, because thou hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee.

1 SAMUEL 13:1
Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over Israel.

ACTS 13:21
And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of 
Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years.

2 SAMUEL 5:4
David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.


