
 43

XIII.  Galatians 1:13-15 says that God chose Paul and set him apart from his mother’s womb  
   to preach the Gospel—before he ever did anything good or bad or developed his   
   talents and abilities.

   A.  From the very moment of conception, God had a plan, and from your mother’s   
     womb, God already had a purpose designed for you.

   B.  Your talents and abilities can be an indication of God’s will, but many have hidden  
     talents and gifts that they have never recognized or developed.

   C.  You won’t see your real potential until you get beyond yourself and get into a   
     realm of trusting God for something supernatural.

   D.  Too many people are trying to figure out what to do with their lives by looking at  
     their natural abilities—or worse, at the results of a personality test.

   E.  A personality test can give you a snapshot of where you are at the time you take the test, but  
     the results aren’t true forever—and it can’t tell you God’s real plan and purpose for your life.

   F.  God didn’t look at Paul when he was twenty or thirty years old and say, “Wow,   
     you’ve spent twenty years studying under Gamaliel and have all of this knowledge  
     under your belt, so I think I’ll use you to preach the Gospel and write half the
     New Testament.”

   G.  Paul was schooled in the Jewish religion—he knew the Law frontward and   
     backward, and he also had a revelation of grace—so who better to convince a   
     legalistic Jew than Paul?

   H.  Peter wasn’t polished or religious, so most would have thought he’d have been a  
     great guy to send to the heathen.

   I.  Yet God sent Paul to preach to the heathen and Peter to preach to the legalistic Jews.

   J.  God will always call you to do something that is beyond your natural ability,   
     forcing you to rely on Him.

   K.  If you only do what you feel you are naturally equipped to do—what you are capable  
     of doing in your own strength and ability—then you will be tempted to give yourself  
     the credit for success.

   L.  In fact, if you are simply doing what comes naturally to you, then you probably   
     haven’t found God’s will for your life yet.

XIV.  Major life changes can be unsettling to contemplate, especially if you have a career and  
   things are going well or if you are thinking about retirement and looking forward to   
   coasting for a while.

   A.  No matter how unpleasant the thought of change may seem, it is important to know  
     whether or not you have found your life’s purpose.

   B.  You only have one chance to fulfill God’s will for your life.

OUTLINE • 1.3



 44

   C.  God’s intention is not that you do whatever you want with your life and then, as   
     long as your heart is pure, everything will be all right.

   D.  Only with effort and time will you see God’s will for your life come to pass.

   E.  You have to take charge of your life and pursue God’s will.

XV.  You will never have another today.

   A.  You have to spend every day moving in the direction that God wants your life to go.

   B.  It can feel a little threatening to get out of a routine and do something new,   
     especially if we have been doing the same thing for a long time, but you have to be  
     willing to get out of your comfort zone in order to find God’s purpose for your life.

   C.  I promise, knowing the joy of being in the center of God’s will makes it all worthwhile.

XVI.  There are certain people who would never hear me preach the Gospel.

   A.  You have a sphere of influence—people in your life—that might never receive the  
     full anointing God has for them unless you reach your potential.

   B.  You will be happier and a much greater blessing to the people in your life once you  
     find your purpose and start heading in that direction.

   C.  God calls more people into business and labor than He calls into full-time ministry.

   D.  Regardless of what you are called to do, God wants you to reach people and manifest  
     His power in the world.

XVII. I think it would be terrible to live your whole life and not know for sure that you are   
   doing what God created you to do.

   A.  It would terrify me to go to bed and wake up not having a clue if I am following   
     God’s will.

   B.  The only thing worse than not knowing God’s will is knowing His will and choosing  
     not to do it—either because you have talked yourself out of it or have let others talk  
     you out of it.

   C.  To know that God made you for a purpose and to feel unqualified or incapable of  
     fulfilling it, is worse than not knowing at all.

   D.  A God-given purpose and a life driven by the Holy Spirit motivate me to work   
     through life’s hardships.

   E.  Going to work because it beats starving to death is a terrible way to live your life.

   F.  You need to live your life on purpose.

   G.  God has a perfect plan for your life, and His plan is better than your plan for yourself.
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37.  Discussion question: What do you think about the fact that God had a plan and purpose  
  for you before you were born?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

38.  Too many people are trying to figure out what to do with their lives by looking at what?
  A. The new charismatic televangelist
  B. What they see other people doing
  C. Circumstances working out a certain way
  D. Their natural abilities or a personality test
  E. The money in their bank accounts

39.  Why aren’t the results of a personality test true forever?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

40.  True or false: Personality tests can’t tell you God’s real plan and purpose for your life.

41.  Discussion question: Why do you think God will always call you to do something that is  
  beyond your natural ability, forcing you to rely on Him?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

42.  If you only do what you feel you are naturally equipped to do—what you are capable of
   doing in your own strength and ability—then you will be tempted to give    
  _______________ the credit for success.

43.  True or false: No matter how unpleasant the thought of change may seem, it is important  
  to know whether or not you have chosen your life’s purpose.
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44.  Discussion question: How do you deal with change, even if it is unpleasant?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

45.  _______________ with effort and time will you see God’s will for your life come to pass.

46.  How often do you have to move in the direction God wants you to go?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

47.  What does Andrew promise?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

48.  What two things will you be once you find your purpose and start heading in that direction?
  A. Warm and filled from good home cooking
  B. Happier and a greater blessing to the people in your life
  C. Popular and uncontested in everything you do
  D. All of the above
  E. None of the above

49.  Discussion question: Why do you think God calls more people into business and labor  
  than He calls into full-time ministry?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

50.  What’s the only thing worse than not knowing God’s will?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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51.  What motivates Andrew to work through life’s hardships?
  A. A God-given purpose and a life driven by the Holy Spirit
  B. Fear of failure and embarrassment
  C. Knowing he needs to keep ministering to pay the bills
  D. Pressure from what everyone expects of him
  E. A promise he made to himself a long time ago

52.  True or false: Going to work because it beats starving to death is an awesome way to live  
  your life.

53.  Discussion question: Why do you think God has the perfect plan for your life that is better  
  than your own?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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GALATIANS 1:13-15 
For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how 
that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: [14] 
And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.  [15] But when 
it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by 
his grace.
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